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STAR students go swimming and bowling while classrooms 
are outfitted with new furniture 

November 20th was the day that furniture arrived from VS America, Inc. for installation at Lakeland 

STAR School/Academy. Students and staff spent the day swimming at The Waters of Minocqua and 

bowling at Island City Lanes (above) while borrowed furniture from Lakeland Union High School was 

replaced with furniture (below) created especially for students on the Autism Spectrum.  

Notes STAR lead teacher Eric Mikoleit, “Our classrooms were designed with a student-centered and 

self-organized learning environment to adequately prepare our students physically and mentally. 

The new furniture allows our teachers and students to be more creative in their teaching and 

learning style and more physically and mentally engaged. In addition, the multi-purpose elements of 

the furniture are extremely advantageous. Teachers have reported how easy the furniture is to 

move and adjust, and that the alternative seating adds diversity and interest and the ability to 

reconfigure any space on the fly has been beneficial. The creation of our classrooms have truly met 

the needs of our students. Reports from teachers and students indicate it was well worth the wait.” 
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STAR students get hands-on experience with Ojibwe deer 
processing at Lac du Flambeau 

On Tuesday, October 30th, 

students from Lakeland STAR 

School/Academy took a field trip to 

Lac du Flambeau to experience the 

outdoors and learn about deer 

hunting, harvesting, processing, 

and preparing the animal for 

consumption. Three deer were 

harvested the night before and 

students participated in the 

skinning and butchering of the 

animals. Our generous hosts, Fred 

and Tom Maulson, did a fantastic 

job encouraging the students to get 

involved with every step of the 

process. They also tied this 

experience to their cultural and 

traditional Native American teachings. We enjoyed listening to Tom Maulson tell us stories 

and the students were very interested and enjoyed the entire experience. We are looking 

forward to making this an annual field trip. 

STAR students Bryson Rising Sun-Doud (above) and Brett LaBarge, Sam Walker and Louis Akley (below, left 

to right) process deer with help from Lac du Flambeau tribal members Tom and Fred Maulson.  
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STAR Celebrates the Winter Season 

 

 

As part of recent winter- and holiday-themed enrichment activities, Lakeland STAR 

School/Academy students enjoyed making natural, environmentally-friendly holiday 

ornaments for decorating trees on the STAR campus. Ornaments made by students 

included string garlands of popcorn and cranberries and bird feeder ornaments made from 

pine cones covered in peanut butter and rolled in bird seed. Pictured clockwise from top left 

are STAR students Ayden Harris; Autumn Wildcat and Scarlett Foulkes; Marissa Hilmar; and 

Hannah Semmerling. 
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Turning the Tables: STAR student teaches 
art of finger weaving to peers, educators 

Lakeland STAR School/Academy has been steeped in a culture of outside-the-box thinking since its 

inception. Recently, STAR sophomore Ethan Driver (above left, with Ronnie Hilmer) switched roles as 

a teacher to staff and his peers as he provided instruction in the art of finger weaving, a form of 

knitting where a knitted yarn cord is created using only hands and fingers instead of knitting needles 

or other traditional knitting tools.  

A finger weaver since the second grade, Ethan has two go-to yarn colors – green for nature and 

purple, his favorite color, for Epilepsy Awareness Month, held annually in November. Ethan enjoys 

finger weaving for several reasons, including its calming, mood-regulating qualities. 

“It’s very calming,” he says. “When I’m angry it’s a good thing to go to to calm me down.” 

Ethan also enjoys being able to make handmade finger weaving gifts for family and friends, including 

necklaces, bracelets and decorations. 

“People appreciate it because they know you made it,” he said. 

Having already taught finger weaving, a lifelong recreational craft skill,  to his sister, Ethan turned his 

skill teaching finger weaving to student peers as well as STAR staff, including teachers, 

paraprofessional educators and interns, noting it “felt good” to be be able to share his knowledge 

and talents with his students, who encompassed a wide range of abilities and were all “very happy” 

to learn the craft. 
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